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Abstract

This study sheds light on the little investigated subject of the depiction of sexual violence against Japanese women
in 1950s Japan through the lens of Shinji Fujiwara’s fictional series Uragirareta Onnatachi (“Women who are
Betrayed” 1955-1956).

Fujiwara was one of the most popular writers in postwar Japanese society. He fictionalized sexual violence into a
series of 23 stories, which were published in middlebrow magazines called Shosetsu Koen (Rokko Publishing Co.
Ltd.). His stories contained descriptions of the inhuman behaviors of occupation army soldiers toward female
civilians in the aftermath of Japan’s defeat in the Asia-Pacific War.

This study first examines the representation of this sexual violence from a third party perspective, a party not
directly impacted by the violence. Second, this study analyzes environmental structure that Uragirareta
Onnatachi (“Women who are Betrayed”) has been circulated in the 1950s postwar Japan.

As there has been little discourse or study on either Shinji Fujiwara or Uragirareta Onnatachi, this paper will

offer a new metahistorical narrative on postwar Japanese society.



